
SCALE OF SOCIAL DISTANCE 
 

(Adapted from Bogardus Scale of Social Distance, Bogardus, E.S. (1932).  
Social distance scale. Sociology and Social Research, 17, 265-271.) 

 
Give your first feeling reactions in each case.  Think of the stereotypes that you have of 
the whole group.  How would you feel about the following: 
 
 Person who is 

African-American 
Person who is 

Deaf 
Person who is 

European-American 
Close kin by marriage 
 

   

In my friendship group 
 

   

On my street as a neighbor 
 

   

As my child’s teacher 
 

   

As a co-worker 
 

   

As a boss 
 

   
 

Dating my child 
 

   

 
 
 
 Person who is 

Paraplegic 
Person who is 

Bisexual 
Person who is Arab-

American 
Close kin by marriage 
 

   

In my friendship group 
 

   

On my street as a neighbor 
 

   

As my child’s teacher 
 

   

As a co-worker 
 

   

As a boss 
 

   

Dating my child 
 

   

 


